Computer-aided diagnosis of dermatologic disorders.
In conclusion, several computer programs have been developed to aid diagnosis in dermatology. These have used various methods to reach a diagnosis, with some earlier programs using probabilistic techniques and later programs using cognitive models. Several current trends, if they continue, would indicate that computer-assisted diagnosis may play a greater role. The growing number of physicians who own the prerequisite computing resources will probably want diagnostic software to accompany their office management and data base software. The increasing ease of use of diagnostic software, with rapid access and ease of updating, should make these programs more attractive to physicians. Some of the newer peripheral devices such as optical disks and voice input will probably make the software more interesting. Perhaps the most important factor governing the acceptance of computer diagnostic adjuncts is whether the software will provide a useful service to physicians. If these programs can be demonstrated to improve patient care, they may become commonplace in physicians' offices.